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Supporting
Women’s
Rights

To promote women’s roles
in poor communities across
the South Caucasus and to
ensure their engagement in
society, the EU is supporting
a project on women’s role in
peacebuilding in the region.
The “Strengthening Women'’s
Capacity for Peacebuilding
in the South Caucasus”
project is implemented by
Care International and started
activities in March 2010.

The project’s main objective
is to support local civil society
organisations to create an
environment where marginalised
women are able protect their
rights and take an active part
in decision-making processes.
So far efforts were undertaken
in five areas of the South
Caucasus including Armenia,
Georgia, Azerbaijan, Abkhazia
and Nagorno-Karabakh.
Seminars, training sessions
and other activities have
been organised in 20 target
communities. Project manager
Anthony Foreman emphasised
the importance of cooperation
with  local authorities, but
noted that, unfortunately, in
some communities  tension
between the authorities and civil
society exists and may lead to
uncertainty in project activities.
A joint training targeting
further fostering of cooperation
between local governments and
civil society will be organised
in Yerevan to address such
issues.

In  Armenia a series of
events has already taken
place in villages and regional
centres. On 25 September, the
Sisian  municipality together
with a women’s issues group
initiative hosted an exhibition
of handicrafts in the newly-
reconstructed town square.
The women involved said that
the project had given them
opportunities to demonstrate
their abilities and protect their
interests. The women’s issues
group, headed by Gayane
Simonyan, gives juridical and
psychological consultations,
organises exhibitions and
raises rights awareness among
women.

The budget for this three-year
project amounts to €1,319,988.
It is funded by the European
Union and Austrian Development
Cooperation. CARE International
implements the project in
Armenia in cooperation with
the Armenian Committee of the
Helsinki Citizen’s Assembly.
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Border Security

On 16 September a workshop dedicated to
the modernisation of the Armenian-Georgian
border crossing points of Bagratashen, Bavra
and Gogavan took place.

A draft project on border security was
developed by an independent international
company within the framework of the EU
funded and UNDP implemented “Supporting
integrated border management systems in the
South Caucasus” regional project, and was
presented to the National Security Council of
Armenia on 23 August 2011.

The project targets the reconstruction,
redesign of content and technical hardware
upgrades of crossing points to make them
consistent with EU requirements. Proper
implementation of the project would solve
various issues of crossing points such as
the reduction of corruption risks, the fight
against smuggling and the faster cross-
border movement of people and goods.
The reconstruction of crossing points would
strengthen overall border security.

The Head of the EU Delegation to Armenia,
Raul de Luzenberger, UNDP Resident
Representative, Dafina Gercheva, and the
Secretary of the Armenian National Security
Council, Artur Baghdasaryan, participated in
the workshop.

For the reconstruction of Bavra the EU has
already allocated €2.1 million. Construction
work should start in early 2012 and be
completed within two years.
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Human Rights and Democracy education

The Regional Master's Programme in
Human Rights and Democratisation, a two-
year interdisciplinary programme established
with the financial support of the European
Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights
(EIDHR), officially started on 14 September at
Yerevan State University (YSU).

12 of the 22 programme students are from
Armenia and the other 11 are from Moldova,
Ukraine, Belarus, Russia and Georgia. The

Agricultural Census

In2012 Armeniawill hold its first Agricultural
Census, with data collected on land,
livestock, equipment, human and financial
resources management, and other factors.
To inform the public about the census and
its planning, a seminar for regional statistic
agencies was organised with the support of
an EU Twinning Project on 23-24 September
in the village of Chkalovka in Gegharkunik
marz.

Thomas Bea, the Resident Twinning
Advisor, Nver Poghosyan, the Governor
of Gegharkunik marz, and Stepan
Mnatsakanyan, the Head of the National
Statistical Service of the Republic of
Armenia (NSSRA), attended the seminar.
The Chief Advisor at Statistics Sweden,
Rolf Slander, and an expert from the US
Department of Agriculture, Michael Steiner,
were also invited and gave presentations
on international census experience and EU
legislation.

The EU Twinning Project “Forwarding
Armenian Statistics Through Twinning” is
a two-year project with a total budget of €1
million. It is being implemented by NSSRA
in cooperation with the Government of
Denmark through Statistics Denmark.
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Irind on the threshold of life

On 15 September in the village of Irind, school
children presented the results of a 6-month
project “On the Threshold of Life”, part of the
EU funded project “Support to Democratise and
Spread Management.” The project was initiated
by the “Information Support Centre for Local Self-
government” NGO.

“In Irind there are lots of capable and clever
children, but there are no possibilities to develop
and practice these capabilities as cultural life
stopped here long ago, despite the existence of a
cultural club”, commented the head of the centre,
Arevik Harutyunyan. This civic initiative was
aimed at giving knowledge and skills to children
according to their abilities, so they could practice
them and become more competitive.

Within the scope of the programme, children
underwenttraining in singing, dancing, the English
language and information technology. At the end
of the 6-month activities, children prepared an
event to present their accomplishments.

“Despite the short period, we learned a lot of
things and | am sure that based on what we have
already done we can now improve our computer
skills and communicate with foreign people”,
said 17-year old Aghavni Harutyunyan who had
participated in English-language and information
technology classes.

Arevik Harutyunyan also mentioned that,
although the programme was temporary, the
centre would try to continue this initiative with the
help of volunteers.

Head of the Centre for European Studies, Artur
Ghazinyan, said that this would not be the final
limit for cooperation and that other countries
would be cooperating in the near future,
including Azerbaijan and Turkey.

Within the scope of the programme, YSU
cooperates with partner universities: Taras
Shevchenko National University of Kiev,
Belarus State University and the Moldovan
University of European Political and Economic
Studies.

The application of an interdisciplinary
approach will provide students with a solid
understanding of the cultural, historical,
philosophical, political, legal, sociological
and economic aspects of human rights and
democratisation.

One of the unique aspects of this two-
year Masters programme is the possibility
for educational and cultural exchanges. The
classes of the first two terms will be held in
Armenia, whereupon the students will optionally
continue their studies in one of the partner
universities.

The students, who qualified for the
course through a process of written and oral
examinations, are full of expectations.

“For me, first of all, it's an intercultural
exchange and | expect to acquire a deep
specialisation”, said Hasmik Harutyunyan, one
of the students.
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For  Ukranian student Anastasia
Mikhaylova, participation in the programme
is a huge responsibility: “We hope to go
back to our countries and make a difference,
create something new and something
important.”

Course leader Syune Harutyunyan
emphasised in her speech the importance
of specialising both in human rights and
democratisation in Armenia. According to
Harutyunyan, a very pleasant and binding
atmosphere exists between students and
professors.

Proper implementation of this programme
will also promote European integration. The
Head of the EU Delegation to Armenia, Raul
de Luzenberger stressed that the EU has
always been a supporter of human rights,
and the new Master's programme is another
step in this area.

The “Regional Master's Programme
in Human Rights and Democratisation in
Armenia, Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine,”
is the first such interdisciplinary programme
in the region. It is implemented by the YSU
Centre for European Studies through an
EIDHR grant which amounts to €1,276,000.

http://www.regionalmaster.net/
http://ces.am/
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From discussion to action

At the seventh Advisory Board Meeting of the EU Advisory
Group (EUAG), which was held on 28 September in Yerevan,
the EUAG presented its quarterly report and its planned
activities for the remainder of the year.

“We have moved from general discussions to concrete
deliberations on progress in a wide range of areas. Therefore, we
are no longer designing but doing reforms”, said the Head of the
EU Delegation to Armenia, Raul de Luzenberger, in his speech.

Progress on the preparations for a Deep and Comprehensive
Free Trade Agreement negotiations, as well as EU efforts
in supporting good governance, mobility and other areas
were mentioned in the context of the ongoing EU-Armenia
Association Agreement negotiations.

Armenian Government and National Assembly officials,
EU Member State Embassy and international organisation
representatives participated in the meeting, which was

co-chaired by Ambassador Raul de Luzenberger and the
Secretary of the Armenian National Security Council Artur
Baghdasaryan.
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EU-Armenia cooperation tightens

On 20 September the 12th meeting of the EU-Armenia
Cooperation Committee was held in Yerevan.

The delegation representing the EU was chaired by Mr.
Gunnar Wiegand, the Director for Russia, Eastern Partnership,
Central Asia Regional Cooperation and the OSCE at the
European External Action Service. The Armenian delegation
was headed by the Armenian Minister of Economy, Tigran
Davtyan.

Both sides indicated there had been solid progress within the
context of EU-Armenia Association Agreement negotiations.
Participants discussed the implementation of preconditions
set for the start of the EU-Armenia Deep and Comprehensive
Free Trade Area (DCFTA) negotiations. The agenda included
issues of mobility between Armenia and the EU, based on the
adoption of negotiating directives by the European Commission
for visa facilitation and readmission agreement negotiations.
Human rights, the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict,
Armenia-Turkey relations and EU assistance projects were
also discussed.

GU-3wjwuwnwl hwdwgnpéwygnipjulb
Eantpp

UGwuwntipbph 20-h0 Gplwbnid Ywjwgb) b GU-R3wjwu-
w0 Iwdwgnpdwlygnepjwlb Yndhwinbh 12-pn Ghuwnp:

LhuwnhG dwulwygbpnt Gywwwyny Iwjwunwh tp dw-
Jwab 6U wpunwphlt hwpwptpnipyniGGbph dwnwjnip-
Jw0™ Mnruwuwnwbh, Upbbywb gnpéplytipnipjwb, LGGwn-
pnGwlywb Uuhwih nwpwéwpowlwiht hwdwqgnpdwy-
gnipjwl L BU3Y hwpgbpny wnbonth Anilwp dhqulnp:
Swjywywh Ynndhg Ghunph hwiwbwfuwquh tp 33 tYnhn-
Ohywjh Gwfuwpwn Shapwb Hwdpjwlp:

LG0wpYiwhb hpdlwlywh ptdwbbphg Ep GU-Rwjwuwnmw
Uungwglwl hwiwdw)bwagnh 2npp pwbwlygnipjntGlbiph
2nowlwybbpnid gpubgwéd wnwefuwnwgnedp L 33-6U
funpp L hwdwwwpthwly wqwu wnbnph gnunt pwbwy-
gnipjntbbtiph dEYOwpyh hwdwp GwhuwGdwéd gqifuwynp
wwjdwbbbph wwwhnyiwb hwpgp: Lhunh opwlwn-
gnil GEpwedwé tp Iwjwuwnwbh L 6U-h dhol dwpnluwg
nbnwwnpdh nynipwgnip” wwydwlwynpwséd Gypw-
hwGadbGwdnnnyh Ynnihg dnwinph wpunnGwanpbph wnpw-
Gwnpiwb nynipwgdwb b Ypyhb plnnebGbpne, Swlwsknt
(ntiwndhuhw)h) dGpwpbpjw) pwlwlygwihl ninnnepyncl-
GGpp Gwhuwq6h plnniGdwdp: RGGwpyytk 66 Gl dwnp-
nnt hpwynilpGtph, LanGwjht Qwpwpwnh hhdGwpulnph
Jwpqwynpiwl, Swjwuwnwb-Bnipphw  hwpwpbpnp-
JjnGhGEph, 6U wowlygnipjwl dpwantphl yGpwpbpnn wyp
hwpgtip:

Protection of competition

A seminar on “Strengthening the Enforcement of
Competition and State Aid Legislation in Armenia” took
place in Yerevan on 27-28 September, organised by
the EU Twinning project and the State Commission
for the Protection of Economic Competition (SCPEC).
The main objective of the seminar was to improve the
competitive economic environment in Armenia. In this context,
the head of SCPEC, Artak Shaboyan, underlined the importance
of the judicial system, as the majority of decisions made by
SCPEC were contested at the judicial level. Similar verdicts
were discussed during the seminar, on which EU experts gave
comments based on EU experience and legislation. According
to Onno Simons, the head of the Political, Economic, Press and
Information Section, the improvement of Armenia’s economic
competitiveness would be beneficial for both consumers and
manufacturers. It would also foster innovation, raise quality
and cut prices; however, it would need protection from the
government and businessmen.

SCPEC representatives, Administrative Court judges and
EU experts Kurt Stockmann and Jurate Soviene attended the
seminar.
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